TRUTH: 



About Holidays 



^ ' / 




s3 vS 





• Where did holidays originate? 

• Should God's people celebrate holidays? 

• Are there consequences for disobedience? 

• How DO I share truth with others? 



Important! 

This document is a collective work which contains information from other sources which has 
been compiled for ministry and educational purposes only. Copying and redistributing tliis 
document is restricted and prohibited. 

Please visit us on web at: 

www.cjstephen.org 



© 2006 CJ Stephen - Ministry and Resources. AH Rights Reserved. UCC 1-207, 1-308, 1-103.6. Copying and 
redistributing this document is restricted and prohibited. 



Collective Research: 

Where: oro holidays □rieinate? 

From Wikipedia. the free encyclopedia 

The word holiday has related but different meanings in English-speaking countries. Based on the 
words holy and day, holidays originally represented special religious days. The word has evolved 
in general usage to mean any special day of rest (as opposed to regular days of rest such as the 
weekend). 

In most of the English-speaking world a holiday is also a period spent away from home or 
business in travel or recreation (e.g. "I'm going on holiday to Malta next week"), the North 
American equivalent is "vacation". However, some Canadians will use both the terms vacation 
and holiday interchangeably when referring to a trip away from home or time off work. 

In all of the English-speaking world, a holiday is a day set aside by a nation or culture (in some 
cases, multiple nations and cultures) typically for celebration but sometimes for some other kind 
of special culture-wide (or national) observance or activity. A holiday can also be a special day 
on which school and/or offices are closed, such as Labor Day. 

When translated from/to other languages, the meanings of the word "holiday" may be conflated 
with these of "observance" and "celebration". 

From Merri am- Webster Dictionary 

Main Entry: ob-ser-vance 
Pronunciation: &b-'z&r-v&n(t)s 
Function: noun 

1 a : a customary practice, rite, or ceremony <Sabbath observances> b : a rule governing 
members of a religious order 

2 : an act or instance of following a custom, rule, or law <observance of the speed limits> 

3 : an act or instance of watching 

Main Entry: cel*e*brate 

Pronunciation: 'se-l&-"brAt 

Function: verb 

1 : to perform (a sacrament or solemn ceremony) publicly and with appropriate rites <celebrate 

the mass> 
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2 a : to honor (as a holiday) especially by solemn ceremonies or by refraining from ordinary 
business b : to mark (as an anniversary) by festivities or other deviation from routine 

3 : to hold up or play up for public notice <her poetry celebrates the glory of nature> 
intransitive verb 

1 : to observe a holiday, perform a religious ceremony, or take part in a festival 

2 : to observe a notable occasion with festivities 



Halloween 




Halloween or Hallowe'en is a tradition celebrated on the night of October 31, most notably by 
children dressing in costumes and going door-to-door collecting sweets, fruit, and other treats. 
Apart from this trick-or-treating, there are many other traditional Halloween activities. Some of 
these include costume parties, watching horror films, going to "haunted" houses, and traditional 
autumn activities such as hayrides, some of these even "haunted". A more complete coverage of 
Halloween customs can be found at Halloween traditions. 

Halloween originated under a different name as a Pagan festival among the Celts of Ireland and 
Great Britain with Irish, Scots, Welsh and other immigrants transporting versions of the tradition 
to North America in the nineteenth century. Most other Western countries have embraced 
Halloween as a part of American pop culture in the late twentieth century. 

Halloween is celebrated in most parts of the Western world, most commonly in the United States, 
Canada, the UK, Ireland, and with increasing popularity in Australia and New Zealand. In recent 
years, Halloween has also been celebrated in parts of Western Europe, such as Belgium, France 
and Spain. 

The term Halloween, and its older rendering Hallowe'en, is shortened from All-hallow-even, as it 
is the evening of/before "All Hallows' Day"^'^ (also known as "All Saints' Day"). The holiday was 
a day of religious festivities in various northern European Pagan traditions, until Popes Gregory 
III and Gregory IV moved the old Christian feast of All Saints Day from May 13 to November 1. 
In the ninth century, the Church measured the day as starting at sunset, in accordance with the 
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Florentine calendar. Although we now consider All Saiiits (or Hallows) day to be on the day after 
Halloween, they were, at that time, considered to be the same day. 

hi Ireland, the name was All Hallows' Eve (often shortened to Hallow Eve), and though seldom 
used today, it is still a well-accepted label, albeit somewhat esoteric. The festival is also known as 
Samhain or Oiche Shamhna to the Irish, Calan Gaeaf to the Welsh, AUantide to the Cornish and 
Hop-tu-Naa to the Manx. Halloween is also called Pooky Night in some paits of Ireland, 
presumably named after the puca, a mischievous spirit. 

Many European cultural traditions hold that Halloween is one of the liminal times of the year 
when spirits can make contact with the physical world and when magic Is most potent (e.g. 
Catalan mythology about witches, Irish tales of the Sidhe). 

The carved jack-o'-lantern, lit by a candle inside, is one of Halloween's most prominent symbols. 
Although there is a tradition in the British Isles of carving a lantern from a rutabaga, 
mangelwurzel, or turnip, the practice was first named and associated with Halloween in North 
America, where the pumpkin was available, and much larger and easier to carve. Many families 
that celebrate Halloween carve a pumpkin into a frightening or comical face and place it on their 
home's doorstep after dark. 

The jack-o'-lantern element of the Halloween tradition can be traced back to the Irish story of 
Stingy Jack, a greedy, gambling, hard drinking old farmer who tricked the devil into climbing a 
tree and trapped him by carving a cross into the trunk of the tree. In revenge, the devil places a 
curse on old Jack which dooms him to wander the earth at night for eternity. For centuries, this 
bed time parable was told by Irish parents to their children. At Halloween time, the children 
carved out turnips, placing a candle inside to symbolise Jack's curse. But in America the tradition 
of carving pumpkins is known to have preceded the Great Famine period of Irish immigration, ^'^^ 
and the tradition of carving vegetable lanterns may also have been brought over by the Scottish or 
English; documentation is unavailable to establish when or by whom. The carved pumpkin was 
associated generally with harvest time in America, and did not become specifically associated 
with Halloween until the mid to late 19th century. 

The imagery surrounding Halloween is largely an amalgamation of the Halloween season itself, 
nearly a century of work from American filmmakers and graphic artists, and a rather 
commercialised take on the dark and mysterious. This art generally involves death, magic, or 
mythical monsters. Commonly-associated Hallowe'en characters include ghosts, ghouls, witches, 
vampires, bats, owls, crows, vultures, haunted houses, pumpkinmen, black cats, spiders, goblins, 
zombies, mummies, skeletons, werewolves, and demons. Particularly in America, symbolism is 
inspired by classic horror films, which contain fictional figures like Dracula, Frankenstein's 
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monster, The Wolf Man, and The Mummy. Homes are often decorated with these symbols 
around Halloween. 

Black and orange are the traditional colors of Halloween. In modem Halloween images and 
products, purple, green, and red are also prominent. 

The use of these colors is largely a result of advertising for the holiday that dates back for over a 
century. They tend to be associated with various parts of Halloween's imagery. 



COLOR ASSOCIATIONS 



Color 



Symbolism 






Black 



Orange 



death, night, witches, black cats, bats, vampires 



pumpkins, jack o' lanterns, Autumn, the turning leaves, fire 



Purple I night, the supernatural, mysticism 



Green \ goblins, monsters 



Red 



blood, fire, evil, the devil 



Elements of the autumn season, such as pumpkins and scarecrows, are also reflected in symbols 
of Halloween. 

The main event of modem US-style Halloween is trick-or-treating, in which children dress up in 
costume disguises and go door-to-door in their neighborhood, ringing each doorbell and yelling 
"trick or treat!" Although this resembles the older tradition of guising in Ireland and Scotland, 
ritual begging on Halloween does not appear in English-speaking America until the 20th century, 
and may have developed independently. The occupants of the house (who might themselves dress 
in a scary costume) will then hand out small candies, miniature chocolate bars, and sometimes 
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even soda pop. Some American homes will use sound effects and fog machines to help set a 
spooky mood. Other house decoration themes (that are less scary) are used to entertain younger 
visitors. Children can often accumulate many treats on Halloween night, filling up entire pillow 
cases or shopping bags. 

in Ireland, great bonfires were lit throughout the breadth of tlie land. Young children in their 
guises were gladly received by the neighbors with some "fruit, apples and nuts and of course 
sweets" for the "Halloween Party", whilst older male siblings played innocent pranks on 
bewildered victims. 

hi Scotland, children or guisers are more likely to recite "The sky is blue, the grass is green, may 
we have our Halloween" instead of "trick or treat!". They visit neighbours in groups and must 
impress the members of the houses they visit with a song, poem, trick, joke or dance in order to 
earn their treats. Traditionally, nuts, oranges, apples and dried fruit were offered, though 
sometimes children would also earn a small amount of cash, usually a sixpence. Very small 
children often take part, for whom the experience of performing can be more terrifying than the 
ghosts outside. 

In England, trick or treating does take place, particularly in working class neighbourhoods. On 
the whole, however, it is frowned upon as at best a nuisance and at worst a menacing form of 
begging, and as a negative part of American global cultureJ'^^ In some areas households have 
started to put decorations on the front door to indicate 'trick-or-treaters' are welcome, the idea 
being that 'trick-or-treaters' don't approach a house that isn't 'participating'. Tricks play less of a 
role in modern Halloween, though Halloween night is often marked by vandalism such as soaping 
windows, egging houses or stringing toilet paper through trees. Before indoor plumbing was so 
widespread, tipping over or displacing outhouses was a popular form of intimidation. Casting 
flour into the faces of feared neighbors was also done once upon a time. 

Typical Halloween costumes have traditionally been monsters such as vampires, ghosts, witches, 
and devils. 

There are several games traditionally associated with Halloween parties. The most common is 
dooking or bobbing for apples, in which apples float in a tub or a large basin of water; the 
participants must use their teeth to remove an apple from the basin. A variant involves kneeling 
on a chair, holding a fork between the teeth and trying to drop the fork into an apple. Another 
common game involves hanging up treacle or syrup-coated scones by strings; these must be eaten 
without using hands while they remain attached to the string, an activity which inevitably leads to 
a veiy sticky face. 

Some games traditionally played at Halloween are forms of divination. In Pm/c/«/ (pronounced 
"poocheeny"), a game played in Ireland, a blindfolded person is seated in front of a table on 
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which several saucers are placed. The saucers are shuffled and the seated person then chooses one 
by touch. The contents of the saucer determine the person's Hfe for the following year. A saucer 
containing earth means someone known to the player will die during the next year, a saucer 
containing water foretells emigration, a ring shows marriage, a set of Rosary beads means the 
person will take Holy Orders (becoming a nun or a priest), a coin means new wealth, a bean 
means poverty, etc. In 19th-century Ireland, young women placed slugs in saucers sprinkled with 
flour. The wriggling of the slugs and the patterns subsequently left behind on the saucers were 
believed to portray the faces of the women's future spouses. An Irish and Scottish form of 
divining one's future spouse is to carve an apple in one long strip, then toss the peel over one's 
shoulder. The peel is believed to land in the shape of the first letter of the future spouse's name. 
This tradition has also survived among Irish and Scottish immigrants in the rural United States. 

In North America, unmarried women were frequently told that if they sat in a darkened room and 
gazed into a mirror on Halloween night, the face of their future husband would appear in the 
mirror. However, if they were destined to die before they married, a skull would appear. The 
custom was widespread enough to be commemorated on greeting cards from the late nineteenth 
and early twentieth centuries. 

The telling of ghost stories and viewing of horror films are common fixtures of Halloween 
parties. Television specials with a Halloween theme, usually aimed at children, are commonly 
aired on or before the holiday while new horror films are often released theatrically before the 
holiday to take advantage of the atmosphere- 
Visiting a haunted house or a dark attraction are other Halloween traditions. Notwithstanding the 
name, such events are not necessarily held in houses, nor are the edifices themselves necessarily 
regarded to possess actual ghosts. A variant of this is the haunted trail, where the public 
encounters supernatural-themed characters or presentations of scenes from horror films while 
following a trail tlirough a heavily wooded area or field. One of the largest Halloween attractions 
in the U.S.A. is Knott's Scary Fann in California, which features re-themed amusement park rides 
and a dozen different walkthrough mazes, plus hundreds of costumed roving performers. 

-from Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 



What others say 

"Halloween is a celebration of hallowed souls on All Saints Day, which is on 
November f, hence the term "Halloween. " Halloween is short for "the eve before 
All Hallows' Day," referring to saints who were "hallowed" spirits. Trying to 
extinguish the lingering Pagan influence in Europe, the Christian church decided 
All Saints' Day should fall on November f to make it correspond with the 
traditional Celtic Pagan Festival of the Harvest. 
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Some people showed more interest in honoring their dead ancestors than in 
honoring dead saints. To try to curb this un-Christian tradition, the Church 
instituted another holiday known as All Souls' Day, held on November 2"^. 
Christians were encouraged to pray for souls in purgatory on All Souls ' Day. Prior 
to that. Pagans celebrated Samhain (celebration of the New Year's Day for the 
Pagan Celts). Since the year was divided into only two seasons, Samhain 

celebrated the end of summer. "- Mike Wasdin (from "in Worship of Pagati Gods") 

"Ok, everyone knows that Halloween is a Pagan holiday, but there are many 
misconceptions surrounding what the holiday really means. Pagans call the day Samhain 
(SOW-en or sow-EEN). The old God dies on this day, and the Goddess mourns him until 
his rebirth at Yule. We use this day to honor and remember our loved ones who have 
passed on. In an effort to diffuse the interest in this heathen holiday, the Church created 
All Saint's Day (November 1) as a holy day to recognize all the Catholic saints. But it 
wasn't a powerful enough idea to wipe out the traditional Halloween celebrations. 
Ironically, many Christians do not approve of the celebration of Halloween because of its 
Pagan origins, not realizing that almost all of the holidays they observe had Pagan 

beginnings. " -Writer unknown 



Christmas 






Christmas or Christmas Day is an annual holiday that marks the traditional birthdate of Jesus of 
Nazareth. Christmas combines Christian celebration of the birth of Jesus with various secular 
traditions and customs, many of which were influenced by ancient winter festivals such as Yule 
and Saturnalia. Christmas traditions include Nativity scenes and Christmas trees, the exchange of 
gifts and cards, and the arrival of Santa Claus on Christmas Eve. Popular Christmas themes 
include the promotion of goodwill, giving, compassion, and quality family time. 
Christmas is traditionally on December 25. It is preceded by Christmas Eve and in some countries 
is followed by Boxing Day. Some Eastern Orthodox Churches celebrate Christmas on January 7, 
which corresponds to December 25 of the Julian calendar. These dates are merely traditional and 
neither is thought to be the actual birthdate of Jesus. 
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Christmas is celebrated in most countries around the world, owing to the spread of Christianity 
and Western culture, mixed with the enduring popularity of existing winter celebrations. Various 
local and regional Christmas traditions are still practiced, despite the widespread influence of 
American and British Christmas motifs disseminated by film, popular literature, television, and 
other media. 

In Anglo-Saxon times, Christmas was referred to as geol, from which the current English word 
'Yule' is derived. The word "Christmas" is a contraction meaning "Christ's mass." It is derived 
from the Middle English Christemasse and Old English Cristes mcesse, a phrase first recorded in 
1038. The words for the holiday in Spanish {navidad) and French (/7oe7) refer more explicitly to 
the Nativity. In contrast, the German name Weihnachlen means simply "hallowed night." 
Christmas is sometimes shortened to Xmas, an abbreviation that has a long history. In early Greek 
versions of the New Testament, the letterX(chi), is the first letter of Christ {Xpiatoq). Since the 
mid-sixteenth century X, or the similar Roman letter X, was used as an abbreviation for Christ. 

A winter festival was traditionally the most popular festival of the year in many cultures, in part 
because there was less agricultural work to be done during the winter. From a religious point of 
view, Easter was the most significant feast in the church calendar. Christmas was considered less 
significant, and the early church opposed the celebration of birthdays of church members. ^'^ The 
prominence of Christmas in modern times may reflect the continuing influence of the winter 
festival tradition, including the following festivals: 



Saturnalia 

Disputed representation of Christ in the form of the sun-god Helios or Sol Invictus riding in his 
chariot. Third century mosaic of the Vatican grottoes under St. Peter's Basilica, on the ceiling of 
the tomb of the Julii. 

In Roman times, the best-known winter festival was Saturnalia, which was popular throughout 
Italy. Saturnalia was a time of general relaxation, feasting, merry-making, and a cessation of 
formal rules. It included the making and giving of small presents {Saturnalia et Sigillaricia), 
including sniall dolls for children and candles for adults. During Saturnalia, business was 
postponed and even slaves feasted. There was drinking, gambling, and singing, and even public 
nudity. It was the "best of days," according to the poet Catullus. Saturnalia honored the god 
Saturn and began on December 17. The festival gradually lengthened until the late Republican 
period, when it was seven days {December 1 7-24). In imperial times, Saturnalia was shortened to 
five days. 
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Natalis Solis Invicti 

The Romans held a festival on December 25 called Dies Natalis Solis Invicti, "the birthday of the 
iinconquered sun." The use of the title Sol Invictus allowed several solar deities to be worshipped 
collectively, including Elah-Gabal, a Syrian sun god; Sol, the god of Emperor Aurelian (AD 270- 
274); and Mithras, a soldiers' god of Persian origin. '-' Emperor Elagabalus (218-222) introduced 
the festival, and it reached the height of its popularity under Aurelian, who promoted it as an 
empire-wide holiday. 

December 25 was also considered to be the date of the winter solstice, which the Romans called 
hruma. It was therefore the day the Sun proved itself to be "unconquered" despite the shortening 
of daylight hours. (When Julius Caesar introduced the Julian Calendar in 45 BC, December 25 
was approximately the date of the solstice. In modern times, the solstice falls on December 21 or 
22.) The Sol Invictus festival has a "strong claim on the responsibility" for the date of Christmas, 
according to the Catholic Encyclopedia^^ Several early Christian writers connected the rebirth of 
the sun to the birth of Jesus.^'^^ "O, how wonderfully acted Providence that on that day on which 
that Sun was bom . . . Christ should be born," Cyprian wrote. 

Yule 

Pagan Scandinavia celebrated a winter festival called Yule, held in the late December to early 
January period. Yule logs were lit to honor Thor, the god of thunder, with the belief that each 
spark from the fire represented a new pig or calf that would be born during the coming year. 
Feasting would continue until the log burned out, which could take as many as twelve days.^'"^ In 
pagan greater Germany, the equivalent holiday was called Mitwinternacht (mid-winter night), 
Wintersonnenwende (winter solstice) and there were twelve Rauhndchte (harsh or wild nights), 
filled with eating, drinking and partying. As Northern Europe was the last part to Christianize, its 
pagan celebrations had a major influence on Christmas. Scandinavians still call Christmas Jul. In 
English, the Germanic word Yule is synonymous with Christmas,^' ^ a usage first recorded in 900. 

It is unknown exactly when or why December 25 was originally associated with Jesus' birth; the 
New Testament does not name a specific date. Sextus Julius Africanus popularized the idea that 
Jesus was born on December 25 in his Chronographiai, a. reference book for Christians written in 
221 AD.^'^^ This date is nine months after the traditional date of the Incarnation (March 25), now 
celebrated as the Feast of the Annunciation. March 25 was also considered to be the date of the 
vernal equinox and therefore the creation of Adam. Early Christians believed March 25 was also 
the date Jesus was crucified. The Christian idea that Jesus was conceived on the same date that he 
died on the cross is consistent with a Jewish belief that a prophet lived an integral number of 
years. 

The identification of the birthdate of Jesus did not at first inspire feasting or celebrafion. 
Tertullian does not mention it as a major feast day in the Church of Roman Africa. In 245, the 
theologian Origen denounced the idea of celebrating Jesus' birthday "as if he were a king 
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pharaoh." He contended that only sinners, not saints, celebrated their birthdaysJ^^ His criticism 
may be inspired by his contact with Egypt as Origen was bom in Alexandria. 
The earliest reference to the celebration of Christmas is in the Calendar of Filocalus, an 
illuminated manuscript compiled in Rome in 354/^'^'^' In the east, meanwhile, Christians 
celebrated the birth of Jesus as part of Epiphany (January 6), although this festival focused on the 
baptism of Jesus. ''^^ 

Christmas was promoted in the east as part of the revival of Nicene Christianity following the 
death of the pro-Arian Emperor Valens at the Battle of Adrianople in 378. It was introduced to 
Constantinople in 379, to Antioch in about 380, and to Alexandria in about 430. Christmas was 
especially controversial in 4th century Constantinople, being the "fortress of Arianism," as 
Edward Gibbon described it. The feast disappeared after Gregory of Nazianzus resigned as bishop 
in 381, although it was reintroduced by Saint John Chrysostom in about 400. 

In the Early Middle Ages, Christmas Day was overshadowed by Epiphany, which in the west 
focused on the visit of the magi. But the Medieval calendar was dominated by Christmas-related 
holidays. The forty days before Christmas became the "forty days of St. Martin" (which began on 
November U , the feast of St. Martin of Tours), now known as Advent. ^''^' In Italy, former 
Saturnalian traditions were attached to Advent. '^"^ Around the 12th century, these traditions 
transferred again to the Twelve Days of Christmas (December 26 - January 6). ' The evening of 
January 5 was called Twelfth Night, a festival later celebrated in the play of that name by William 
Shakespeare. The fortieth day after Christmas was Candlemas. 

The prominence of Christmas Day increased gradually after Charlemagne was crowned on 
Christmas Day in 800. King William I of England was crowned on Christmas Day 1066. 

By the High Middle Ages, tlie holiday had become so prominent that chroniclers routinely noted 
where various magnates celebrated Christmas. King Richard II of England hosted a Christmas 
feast in 1377 at which twenty-eight oxen and three hundred sheep were eaten. ^" ^ The Yule boar 
was a common feature of medieval Christmas feasts. Caroling also became popular, and was 
originally a group of dancers who sang. The group was composed of a lead singer and a ring of 
dancers that provided the chorus. Various writers of the time condemned caroling as lewd, 
indicating that the unruly traditions of Saturnalia and Yule may have continued in this form.^^^^ 
"Misrule" — drunkenness, promiscuity, gambling — was also an important aspect of the festival. 
In England, gifts were exchanged on New Year's Day, and there was special Christmas ale. Often 
the "misrule" got quite out of hand. According to the History Channel's documentary, Christmas 
Unwrapped: The History of Christmas, there was even a Christmas custom pre-dating trick-or- 
treat, in which revelers would knock at a door and demand the best portion of their host's food 
and ale, with "severe consequences" if he did not agree. 
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During the Reformation, Protestants condemned Christmas celebration as "trappings of popery" 
and the "rags of the Beast". The Catholic Church responded by promoting the festival in an even 
more religiously oriented form. Following the Parliamentary victory over King Charles I during 
the English Civil War, England's Puritan rulers banned Christmas, in 1647. Pro-Christmas rioting 
broke out in several cities, and for several weeks Canterbury was controlled by the rioters, who 
decorated doorways with holly and shouted royalist slogans. The Restoration of 1 660 ended 
the ban, but most of the Anglican clergy still disapproved of Christmas celebrations, using 
Protestant arguments. 

In Colonial America, the Puritans of New England disapproved of Christmas; its celebration was 
outlawed in Boston from 1 659 to 1 68 1 . At the same time, residents of Virginia and New York 
celebrated the holiday freely. Christmas fell out of favor in the United States after the American 
Revolution, when it was considered an English custom. 

By the 1820s, sectarian tension in England had eased and British writers began to worry that 
Christmas was dying out. They imagined Tudor Christmas as a time of heartfelt celebration, and 
efforts were made to revive the hohday. Charles Dickens' book^ Christmas Carol, published in 
1843, played a major role in reinventing Christmas as a holiday emphasizing family, goodwill, 
and compassion over communal celebration and hedonistic excess. ^^^^ 

During the early part of the 19th century, interest in Christmas in America was revived by several 
short stories by Washington Irving in The Sketch Book of Geoffrey Crayon and "Old Christmas", 
which depicted harmonious warm-hearted holiday traditions Irving claimed to have observed in 
England. Although some argue that Irving invented the traditions he describes, they were imitated 
by his American readers.^" ^ The numerous German immigrants and the homecomings following 
the American Civil War helped promote the holiday by bringing with them continental European 
Christmas traditions still upheld in Catholic and Lutheran countries on the continent. Christmas 
was declared a U.S. federal holiday in 1870. 

The Nativity refers to the birth of Jesus. According to biblical accounts, Jesus was born to the 
Virgin Mary, assisted by her husband Joseph, in the city of Bethlehem. The birth took place in a 
stable, surrounded by fann animals, and the infant Jesus was laid in a manger. Shepherds from 
the fields surrounding Bethlehem were told of the birth by an angel, and were the first to see the 
child. ^^^^ Christians believe that the birth of Jesus fulfilled many prophecies made hundreds of 
years before his birth. 

Remembering or re-creating the Nativity is one of the central ways that Christians celebrate 
Christmas. The Eastern Orthodox Church practices the Nativity Fast in anticipation of the birth of 
Jesus, while much of the Western Church celebrates Advent. In some Christian churches, children 
perform plays re-telling the events of the Nativity, or sing carols that reference the event. Many 
Christians also display a small re-creation of the Nativity, known as a Nativity scene, in their 
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homes, using figurines to portray the key characters of the event. Live Nativity scenes are also 
performed in some areas, using actors and live animals to portray the event with more realism. 
Nativity scenes traditionally include the Three Wise Men, Balthassar, Melchior, and Caspar, who 
are said to have followed the Star of Bethlehem, found Jesus, and presented gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. ^ ^ 

In the U.S., Christmas decorations at public buildings once commonly included Nativity scenes. 
This practice has led to many lawsuits, as some say it amounts to the government endorsing a 
religion. In 1984, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that a city-owned Christmas display, even one 
with a Nativity scene, does not violate the First Amendment. 



In Western culture, where the holiday is characterized by the exchange of gifts among friends and 
family members, some of the gifts are attributed to a character called Santa Claus (also known as 
Fatlier Christmas, Saint Nicholas or St. Nikolaus, Sinterklaas, Joulupukki, Weihnachtsmann, 
Saint Basil and Father Frost). 

Santa Claus is a variation of a Dutch folk tale based on the historical figure Saint Nicholas, or 
Sinterklaas, who gave gifts on the eve of his feast day of December 6. He became associated with 
Christmas in 19th century America, and was gradually renamed Santa Clans or Saint Nick. In 
1812, Washingtonlrving wrote of Saint Nicholas "riding over the tops of the trees, in that 
selfsame waggon wherein he brings his yearly presents to children. "The connection between 
Santa Claus and Christmas was popularized by the 1 822 poem "A Visit from Saint Nicholas" 
attributed to Clement Clarke Moore, which depicted Santa driving a sleigh pulled by reindeer and 
distributing gifts to children. The popular image of Santa Claus was created by the German- 
American cartoonist Thomas Nast ( 1 840- 1 902), who drew a new image annually, beginning in 
1863. By the 1880s, Nast's Santa had evolved into the form we now recognize. The image was 
standardized by advertisers in the 1920s. 

Father Christmas, who predates the Santa Claus character, was first recorded in the 15th century, 
but was associated with holiday merrymaking and drunkenness. '^^^ In Victorian Britain, his image 
was remade to match that of Santa. The French Pere Noel evolved along similar lines, eventually 
adopting the Santa image. In Italy, Babbo Natale acts as Santa Claus, while La Befana, is the 
bringer of gifts and arrives on the eve of the Epiphany. It is said that La Befana set out to bring 
the baby Jesus gifts, but got lost along the way. Now, she brings gifts to all children. 

In some cultures Santa Claus is accompanied by Knecht Ruprecht, or Black Peter. In other 
versions, elves make the toys. His wife is referred to as Mrs. Claus. 

The current tradition in several Latin American countries (such as Venezuela) holds that while 
Santa makes the toys, he then gives them to the Baby Jesus, who is the one who actually delivers 
them to the children's homes. This story is meant to be a reconciliation between traditional 
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religious beliefs and modern day globalization, most notably the iconography of Santa Clans 
imported from the United States. 

Although many parents around the world routinely teach their children about Santa Claus, some 
have come to reject this practice, considering it deceptive. 

The Christmas tree is often explained as a Christianization of pagan tradition and ritual 
surrounding the Winter Solstice, which included the use of evergreen boughs, and an 
adaptation of pagan tree worship.^" ' The English language phrase "Christmas tree" is first 
recorded in 1835^" '' and represents an importation from the German language. The modern 
Christmas tree tradition is believed to have begun in Germany in the 18th century.^"'^^ From 
Germany the custom was introduced to England, tirst via Queen Charlotte, wife of George III, 
and then more successfully by Prince Albert during the reign of Queen Victoria. Around the same 
time, German immigrants introduced the custom into the United States.^ ''' Christmas trees may be 
decorated with lights and ornaments. 

Since the 19th century, the poinsettia has been associated with Christmas. Other popular holiday 
plants include holly, mistletoe, red amaryllis, and Christmas cactus. Along with a Christmas tree, 
the interior of a home may be decorated with these plants, along witli garlands and evergreen 

foliage. 

In Australia, North and South America, and to a lesser extent Europe, it is traditional to decorate 
the outside of houses with lights and sometimes with illuminated sleighs, snowmen, and other 
Christmas figures. Municipalities often sponsor decorations as well. Christmas banners may be 
hung from street lights and Christmas trees placed in the town square. 

In the Western world, rolls of brightly-colored paper with secular or religious Christmas motifs 
are manufactured for the purpose of wrapping gifts. The display of Christmas villages has also 
become a tradition in many homes during this season, -tvom Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 



What others say 

"Someone recently said that he wished people would get back to the true meaning 
of Christmas. I wondered if he really believed this, because the "true meaning" of 
Christmas is rooted in Pagan beliefs. Christmas, as well as Easter and Halloween, 
are Pagan holidays. If we were to get back to the real meaning of these holidays, we 
would be worshiping Pagan gods. I wonder if most religious people are aware of 
this. 
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Why is Christmas on the 25^'' of December? The origms of Christmas lie in the 
Pagan festival of tlie son of Isis, which took place on December 25*'\ Partying, 
drinking and gift giving were traditions of this feast in ancient Babylon. There is 
evidence to suggest that if such a person as Jesus existed, he would have not been 
born in December, but sometime in September or October. 

Christmas coincides with the winter Solstice (Saturnalia), which honors the God of 
Agriculture— Saturn. This celebration existed many, many years before the "birth of 
Christ." In January they observed the Kalends of January, which represented the 
triumph of life over death. This whole season was called Dies Natalis hivicti Solis, 
the Birthday of the Unconquered Sun. The festival season is marked by much 
merrymaking. The tradition of Mummers was born in ancient Rome. The 
Mummers were groups of costumed singers and dancers who would travel from 
house to house entertaining their neighbors. From this, the Christmas tradition of 
caroling was born. 

In northern Europe, many of the traditions that are considered part of the Cliristian 
worship were begun long before the participants had ever heard of Christ. The 
Pagans of northern Europe celebrated their own winter solstice, known as Yule. 
Yule was symbolic of the Pagan Sun God, Mithras, being born, and was observed 
on tlie shortest day of the year. As the God grew and matured, the days became 
longer and warmer. It was customary to light a candle to encourage Mithras, and 
the sun, to reappear next year. 

Huge Yule logs were burned in honor of the sun. The word Yule means "wheel," 
the wheel being a Pagan symbol for the sun. Mistletoe began as a fertility ritual. 
Holly berries were thought to be a food of the gods. 

The tree is the one symbol that unites almost all of the northern European winter 
solstices. It was customary for live evergreen trees to be brought into the homes as 
a reminder to inhabitants that soon their crops would grow again. Evergreen boughs 
were often carried as totems of good luck and were often present at weddings, 
representing fertility. The Druids used the tree as a religious symbol, holdmg then- 
sacred ceremonies while surrounding and worshipping huge trees. 

In the year 350, Pope Julius I declared that "Christ's birth" would be celebrated on 
December 25"'. There is little doubt that he was trying to make it easy for Pagan 
Romans (who were the majority at the time) to convert to Christianity. The new 
religion was a bit easier to swallow, knowing that their feasts would not be taken 
away fi'om them. 

Christmas (Christ-Mass) as it is known today, began in Germany , although 
Catholics and Lutherans disagree about which church celebrated it first. Not that 
this is surprising, as they rarely agree on anything. The earliest record of an 
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evergreen being decorated in a Christian celebration was in 1521 in the Alsace 

region of Germany." -Mike Wasdin (from "in Worship of Pagan Gods") 

"Even non-Pagans use the term "Yule" around the Christmas holidays. Yule is celebrated 
on the Winter Solstice (December 22nd), on the shortest day of the year. Since the days 
get longer from this point in the year, Yule is a celebration of the returning sun and the 
rebirth of the God who died at Halloween. As with Easter, the Christian story of the birth 
of Jesus fits nicely with the Pagan mythology of a God reborn. Traditions such as wreaths 
and Yule logs are remnants of the original beliefs. Gifts were exchanged at Yule long 
before the Wise Men offered their gifts to the baby Jesus." -Writer uniinown 

"Jeremiah 1 0:3-4 describes a pagan custom similar to decorating a Christmas tree. 

} Hear the word which the LORD speaks to you, O house of Israel. 

2 Thus says the LORD: ''Do not learn the way of the Gentiles; do not be 

dismayed at the signs of heaven, for the Gentiles are dismayed at them. 

3 For the customs of the peoples are futile; for one cuts a tree from the 
forest, the work of the hands of the workman, with the ax. 

4 They decorate it with silver and gold; they fasten it with nails and 
hammers so that it will not topple. NKJV 

5 They are upright, like a palm tree, and they cannot speak; they must he 
carried, because they cannot go by themselves. Do not be afraid of them. For 
they cannot do evil, nor can they do any good. " 

What the passage is speaking about is the uselessness of following the pagan religious 
practices of other people who do not believe in the one true God. In this case, the 
Israelites were following the practice of the Babylonians by decorating and 
worshipping an evergreen tree. The modern day tradition of a Christmas tree does 
indeed come from this ancient Babylonian practice. That leaves us with a difficult 
decision - should we continue a practice that was started as a pagan religious ritual? 
Here are a couple of things to consider: 

1) Does the tree add to or subtract from the meaning of Christmas? 

2) Is the tree, still a pagan symbol or just a cultural tradition? 

This is a decision a Christian family needs to make together. Pray to God, asking Him 
what He would have you to do. 
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"If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and 
without reproach, and it will be given to him. " James !:5 nkjv 

Whatever the case, a Christmas tree should not be the focus of Christmas. The focus 
should be on God's gift: to us, His Son, Jesus Christ." -Writer unknown 



Easter 




As with many other Christian dates, the celebration of Easter extends beyond the church. Since its 
origins, it has been a time of celebration and feasting. Today it is commercially important, seeing 
wide sales of greeting cards and confectionery such as chocolate Easter eggs, marshmallow 
bunnies, Peeps, and jelly beans. 

Despite the religious preeminence of Easter, in many traditionally Christian countries Christmas 
is now a more prominent event in the calendar year, being unrivaled as a festive season, 
commercial opportunity, and time of family gathering — - even for those of no or oniy nominal 
faith. Easter's relatively modest secular observances place it a distant second or third among the 
less religiously inclined where Christmas is so prominent. 

America 

Throughout North America, the Easter holiday has been partially secularized, so that some 
families participate only in the attendant revelry, central to which is decorating Easter eggs on 
Saturday evening and hunting for them Sunday morning, by which time they have been 
mysteriously hidden all over the house and garden. According to the children's stories, the eggs 
were hidden overnight and other treats delivered by the Easter Bunny in an Easter basket which 
children find waiting for them when they wake up. The Easter Bunny's motives for doing this are 
seldom clarified. Many families in America will attend Sunday Mass or services in the morning 
and then participate in a feast or party in the afternoon. 

Scandinavia 
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In Norway, in addition to skiing in the mountains and painting eggs for decorating, it is tradition 
to solve murders at Easter. All the major television channels show crime and detective stories 
(such as Poirot), magazines print stories where the readers can try to figure out who did it, and 
many new books are published. Even the milk cartons change to have murder stories on their 
sides. Another tradition is Yahtzee games. In Finland and Sweden, traditions include egg painting 
and small children dressed as witches collecting candy door-to-door, in exchange for decorated 
pussy willows. This is a result of the mixing of an old Orthodox tradition (blessing houses with 
willow branches) and the Scandinavian Easter witch tradition. Fake feathers and little decorations 
are also placed on willow branches in a vase. For lunch/dinner on Holy Saturday, families 
traditionally feast on a smorgasbord of herring, salmon, potatoes, eggs and other kinds of food. In 
Finland, the Lutheran majority enjoys mammi as another traditional easter treat, while the 
Orthodox minority's traditions include eating pasha instead. 

Netherlands 

In the eastern part of the Netherlands (Twente and Achterhoek), Easter Fires are lit on Easter Day 
at sunset. 

Central Europe 

In the Czech Republic, Hungary and Slovakia, a tradition of whipping is carried out on Easter 
Monday. In the morning, males whip females with a special handmade whip called pomidzka (in 
Czech) or korbdc (in Slovak). The pomlazka/korbac consists of eight, twelve or even twenty-four 
withies (willow rods) and is usually from half a metre to two metres long and decorated with 
coloured ribbons at the end. It must be mentioned that while whipping can be painful, the purpose 
is not to cause suffering. Rather, the purpose is for males to exhibit their attraction to females; 
unvisited females can even feel offended. The whipped female gives a coloured egg to the male 
as a sign of her thanks and forgiveness. A legend says that females should be whipped in order to 
keep their heahh and fertility during whole next year. In some regions the females can get 
revenge in the afternoon when they can pour a bucket of cold water on any male. The habit 
slightly varies across the Czech Republic. A similar tradition existed in Poland (where it is called 
Dyngus Day), but it is now little more than an all-day waterfight. 

In Hungary (where it is called Ducking Monday), perfume or perfumed water is often sprinkled in 
exchange for an Easter egg. 

Christian denominations that do not observe Easter 

Easter traditions deemed "pagan" by Reformation leaders, along with Christmas celebrations, 
were among the first casualties of the Protestant Reformation. These holidays were eventually 
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restored (though Christmas only became a legal holiday in Scotland in 1967, after the Church of 
Scotland finally relaxed its objections). Some Christians (usually, but not always 
ftjndamentalists), however, continue to reject the celebration of Easter (and, often, of Christmas), 
because they believe them to be irrevocably tainted with paganism and idolatry. 

Their rejection of these traditions is based partly on the words of 2 Corinthians 6:14-16. "Be ye 
not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with 
unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? And what concord hath Christ 
with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? And what agreement hath the 
temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, 1 will dwell 
in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people." (King James 
Version) 

Some fundamentalist groups, including many independent and Baptist churches, maintain that 
Easter and Christmas are of pagan origins. As such, these celebrations were originally designed to 
worship pagan gods, and therefore are an affront to God. To these Cliristians, Easter, Christmas 
and other festivals are extra-biblical, and therefore should not be part of Christian worship. 

Some groups feel that Easter, or as they prefer to call it, "Resurrection Sunday (Day)", is properly 
regarded with great joy, but marking not the day itself, but remembering and rejoicing in the 
message it commemorates- — in Christ's resurrection. In this spirit, these Christians teach that each 
day and all Sabbaths should be kept holy, in Chrisfs teachings. 

The Name 

Ishtar (Easter) is the Assyrian and Babylonian counterpart to the Sumerian Inanna and to the 
cognate northwest Semitic goddess Astarte. Anunit, Astarte and Atarsamain are alternative names 
for Ishtar. 

Ishtar is a mother goddess, fertility goddess, the goddess of spring, a storm goddess, a warrior 
goddess and goddess of war, a goddess of the hunt, a goddess of love, goddess of marriage and 
childbirth, and a goddess of fate. 

She was also an underworld deity, her twin sister being Ereshkigal the Goddess of Death. But her 
dominant aspects are as the mother goddess of compassion and the goddess of love, sex and war. 

As the goddess of love, Ishtar was irresistable. Her lovers were legion and she was the matron of 
courtesans and prostitutes. Ishtar herself was the 'courtesan of the gods' and she was the first to 
experience the desires which she inspired. Sovereign of the world by virtue of love's 
omnipotence, Ishtar was the most popular goddess in Assyria and Babylonia. 
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In late Babylonian astrology, the goddess Ishtar was related to the planet Venus and was the 
divine personification of the planet. As the most prominent female deity in the late Babylonian 
pantheon, she was equated by the Greeks with either Hera (Latin Juno) or Aphrodite (Latin 
Venus), hence the current name of the planet. (A continent on Venus is named Ishtar Terra by 
astronomers today.) The double aspect of the goddess may correspond to the difference between 
Venus as a morning star and as an evening star. In Sumerian the planet is called 
"MUL.DILI.PAT" meaning "unique star". 



The name Inanna (sometimes spelled Inana) means "Great Lady of An", where An is the god of 
heaven. The meaning of Ishtar is not known, though it is possible that the underlying stem is the 
same as that of Assur, which would thus make her the "leading one" or "chief. In any event, it is 
now generally recognized that the name is Semitic in origin, and was identified in ancient times 
with Canaanite 'Ashtoreth (e.g. Biblical Hebrew ywmn). Some who seek to trace Christian 
practices to pagan origins claim that Eostre, an Anglo-Saxon goddess of spring (whose name later 
gave rise to modem English "Easter") may be etymologically connected to that of Ishtar, though 
there is no linguistically-meaningful evidence to support such a link. 

One story involving ishtar, and one of the most famous, is the story of her descent to the 
underworld. Ishtar, who was already regarded as the queen of the living due to her status as 
supreme goddess, desired to rule the underworld. She began to journey to the underworld, and 
offered a false explanation to the underworld's gatekeeper as to why she desires to enter the Land 
of No Return. The gatekeeper accepted her explanation, but also made sure to tell Ereshkigai, the 
Queen of the Dead and sister of Ishtar, of Ishtar's visit. Ereshkigal's face grew dark, and although 
she gave permission for Inanna to enter, she warned that ancient rites would have to be followed. 

At all seven gates, hianna, like the souls of the dead, had to remove an article of clothing, at the 
seventh taking off her beautiful dress. When Inanna arrived at the palace of Ereshkigai, cold and 
naked, she complained to her sister of her treatment, but Ereshkigai silenced her and told her that 
when she visited the underworld, she would have to follow underworldly rituals. Ishtar then 
grabbed Ereshkigai, pulling her off her throne and sitting in her place, but tlie Annunaki, the 
seven demon-gods of the underworld, sentenced her to death. Immediately after their judgement 
was announced, Inanna turned into a green, decaying slab of meat, which Ereshkigai hung on a 
slab in her bedchamber. However, Ea, the cunning uncle of Ishtar, managed to get Ereshkigai to 
let Ishtar live again provided she sent a substitute. 

Ishtar was greeted by minor deities upon her return, who had been wearing only rough sacks and 
groveling in the dirt for days mourning for Ishtar, and so Ishtar decided that she couldn't send any 
of them. However, when she reached her palace, she found her lover Tammuz wearing brilliantly 
colored clothes and sitting upon her throne, and, in her rage, sent him to the underworld in her 
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place. However, she later missed him and sent Tammuz's half-sister for six months every year to 
take Tammuz's place. 

In all the great centres Inanna and then Ishtar had her temples: E-anna, "house of An", in Uruk; E- 
makh, "great house", in Babylon; E-mash-mash, "house of offerings", in Nineveh. Ishtar was the 
guardian of prostitutes, and probably had priestess-prostitutes to serve her. She was served by 
priests as well as by priestesses. The (later) votaries of Ishtar were virgins who, as long as they 
remained in her service, were not pennitted to marry. Inanna was also associated with beer, and 
was the patroness of tavern keepers, who were usually female in early Mesopotamia. 

Ishtar is also a significant figure in the epic of Gilgamesh. She appears also on the Uruk vase, one 
of the most famous ancient Mesopotamian artifacts. The relief on this vase seems to show Inanna 
conferring kingship on a supplicant. Various inscriptions and artifacts indicate that kingship was 
one of the gifts bestowed by Inanna on the ruler of Uruk. 

On monuments and seal-cylinders Inanna/Ishtar appears frequently with bow and arrow, though 
also simply clad in long robes with a crown on her head and an eight-rayed star as her symbol. 
Statuettes have been found in large numbers representing her as naked with her arms folded 
across her breast or holding a child. The lion, bull, serpent and dragon are sacred to Ishtar. 

Together with the moon god Nanna or Suen (Sin in Akkadian), and the sun god Utu (Shamash in 
Akkadian), Inanna/Ishtar is the third figure in a triad deifying and personalizing the moon, the 
sun, and the earth: Moon (wisdom). Sun (justice) and Earth (life force). This triad overlies 
another: An, heaven; Enlil, earth; and Enki (Ea in Akkadian), the watery deep. 

One of the most famous places named after Ishtar is Tarout Island in the Persian Gulf. The island 
was called IshTarout, before the name evolved into Tarout. -from wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 



What others say 

"Easter also has Pagan roots. The name Easter is the English derivation of the 
name Ishtar, the Assyrian and Babylonian goddess of love and fertility. As witli all 
mythology, there is always a correlation between the myths of the different 
cultures. In the Teutonic myth, the goddess is known as Ostern. The Phoenician 
name for this goddess is Asterte. The Europeans know this story as the resurrection 
of Christ. 

The link between all of these myths is the concept of death, the underworld, 
resurrection and fertility. One part of the Ishtar myth describes how Ishtar descends 
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into the underworld and is killed (crucified) there. As a result of Ishtar's death, the 
earth became infertile and neither birds, beasts nor humans mated. As the story 
continues, she was resurrected (sound familiar?) through magic incantations. 
Remember, this story emerged hundreds or even thousands of years before 

"Christ." 

Uruk was Ishtar's holy city and was called "the town of the sacred courtesans." She 
protected prostitutes there. Is it any coincidence that in the stoiy of Christ, Mary 
Magdalene was his good friend and a prostitute, and was the first on the scene of 
the resurrection? Mythology is there to reveal themes in this case, death, rebirth and 
fertility is the main theme. Christ, like Ishtar, was represented as God, who died 
into the underworld or tomb of earth, and was later resurrected by some miraculous 
power. It also describes the seasons of tlie year where there is no life, no vegetation, 
then at some point the seasons change, and abundant life springs forth from the 
fertile earth. 

As the myth goes, Christ was crucified, Ishtar was killed by her sister, and Astarte 
was forced to sacrifice herself as a gift to the sea. In all of these stories, the one 
sacrificed ended up coming back to life from the womb of the earth and being re- 
born. Christ was symbolic in that he represented the rebirth of the people. 

The early Christians did not celebrate Easter. The church knew the difference 
between the Pagan holiday and the resurrection of Christ. What has always been 
celebrated is Pascha or Passover. Only much later did the lines between the mytlis 
began to dissolve. 

As far as the eggs and bunnies go, they are a celebration of fertility. Eggs were sacred to 
many ancient civilizations and formed an integral part of the rehgious ceremonies in 
Egypt and the Orient. The mystic egg is the symbol of generative life. Babylon hatched 
the Venus Ishtar, and fell from the heavens to the Euphrates. Dyed eggs were sacred 
Easter offerings in Egypt. Christians have mixed the two stories to achieve what is known 

as Easter today." -Mike Wasdin {from "In Worship of Pagan Gods") 

"The Christian holiday of Easter commemorates the crucifixion of Christ, and his rise 
from the dead into heaven. Then where do all the symbolism of bunnies and eggs come 
from? It's more than coincidence that the early Pagans had a holiday to mark the Spring 
Equinox, called Ostara, usually celebrated around March 21st. With the return of spring, 
came the birthing of the fann animals for the year, which is why we see bunnies, chicks, 
eggs and little lambs as symbols for this holiday. Part of the Ostara mythology involved 
the return of various deities from the underworld (symbolic of the end of winter). So it's 
not surprising that this holiday got enmeshed with the Christian story of the resurrection 

of Christ." -Writer Unknown 
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Many Christians understand that Halloween is a Pagan holiday but never considered the 
same about Christmas and Easter. It is ironic, really, that they never really questioned 
things like Santa, trees, gifts, eggs, and bunnies and how these things relate to their 
rehgion. Like most people, they did it because their parents did, and their parents before 
them. As for the person who said he hoped we would get back to the real meaning of 
Christmas, all I can say is, watch what you wish for, you just may get it. ." -Mike wasdin 

(from "In Worship of Pagan Gods") 



CDNCLUSiaN 




Should God's PEnPLE celebrate holidays? 

Pleaseconsider what the Word of God says in the following: 

"} Now some of the elders of Israel came to me and sat before me. 2 And the word of the 
LORD came to me, saying, 3 "Son of man, these men have set up their idols in their 
hearts, and put before them that which causes them to stumble into iniquity. Should I let 
Myself be inquired of at all by them? 

4 "Therefore speak to them, and say to them, 'Thus says the Lord GOD: "Everyone of 
the house of Israel who sets up his idols in his heart, and puts before him what causes 
him to stumble into iniquity, and then comes to the prophet, I the LORD will answer him 
who comes, according to the multitude of 

his idols, 5 that I may seize the house of Israel by their heart, because they are all 
estranged from Me by their idols. "-Ezekiei 14:1-5 nkjv 

3 "You shall have no other gods before Me. 

4 "You shall not make for yourself a carved image — any likeness of anything that is 
in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth; 5 
you shall not bow down to them nor serve them. For I, the LORD your God, am a jealous 
God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children to the third and fourth 
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generations of those who hate Me, 6 but showing mercy to thousands, to those who love 
Me and keep My commandments. " 

-Exodus 20:3-6 NKJV 

"Seek God for what you should do in your household. Everyone's convictions are not the 
same, but whatever you choose, stick with it no matter what people say." 

— J. Stephens, Minister 

My wife makes an important statement here that is aligned with Joshua 24:15 in the 
following: 

"And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve; 
whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or 
the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will 

serve the LORD. " -Joshua 24:15 NKJV 

The Israelites were on their way to the Promised Land, but they were struggling with idolatry 
which was a result of their relationship with the Amorites. The Amorites' traditions and customs 
were deeply rooted in witchcraft and idol worship. In a short while, the Israelites started 
worshipping and paying tribute to these strange demigods, too. This infuriated God, who had 
given them strict instructions not to worship other gods, because it would create a stumbling 
block for Israel to fall into sin. The Israelites were blessed more than any nation of that time 
period, but sin had crept into the camp and now they were about to lose everything God had 
promised them. Does that sound familiar? Have you considered everything God has blessed you 
with? If so, ask yourself this question: 

Are you willing to sacrifice everything God have blessed you with for the pleasures of 
disobedience? 

"The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is 
longsuffering to us~ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance". 2 Peter 3:9 nkjv 

God is merciful and in mercy He displays His love for us through his patience. He is waiting on 
us (The Church, His bride) to get our relationship right with Him. - c. Stephens, Minister 
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Are: there consequences for disobedience? 

1 Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 2 "And you, son of man, thus says 

the Lord GOD to the land of Israel: 

'An end! The end has come upon the four corners of the land. 

3 Now the end has come upon you, and I will send My anger against you; 

I will Judge you according to your way, and I will repay you for all your abominations. 4 

My eye will not spare you. Nor will I have pity; But I will repay your ways. And your 

abominations will be in your midst; Then you shall knoM' that I am the LORD! '-Ezekiei 7.- !-4 

NKJV 

1 "Every commandment which I command you today you must be careful to observe, that 
you may live and multiply, and go in and possess the land of which the LORD swore to 
your fathers. 2 And you shall remember that the LORD your God led yon all the way 
these forty years in the wilderness, to humble you and test you, to know what was in your 
heart, whether you would keep His commandments or not. 3 So He humbled you, allowed 
you to hunger, and fed you with manna which you did not know nor did your fathers 
know, that He might make you know that man shall not live by bread alone; but man lives 
by every word that proceeds from the mouth of the LORD. 4 Your garments did not wear 
outonyou, nor did your foot swell these forty years. 5 You should know inyour heart 
that as a man chastens his son, so the LORD your God chastens you. 
6 "Therefore you shall keep the commandments of the LORD your God, to walk in His 
ways and to fear Him. 7 For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land, a land 
of brooks of water, of fountains and springs, that flow out of valleys and hills; 8 a land of 
wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive oil and honey; 
9 a land in which you will eat bread without scarcity, in M'hich you will lack nothing; a 
land whose stones are iron and out of whose hills you can dig copper. 10 When you have 
eaten and are full, then you shall bless the LORD your God for the good land which He 
has given you. 11 "Beware that you do not forget the LORD your God by not keeping His 
commandments. His Judgments, and His statutes M'hich I command you today, 12 lest— 
when you have eaten and are full, and have built beautiful houses and dwell in them; 13 
and when your herds and your flocks multiply, and your silver and your gold are 
multiplied, and all that you have is multiplied; 14 when your heart is lifted up, and you 
forget the LORD your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, from the house of 
bondage; 15 who led you through that great and terrible wilderness, in which were fiery 
serpents and scorpions and thirsty land where there was no water; who brought water for 
you out of the flinty rock; 16 who fed you in the wilderness with manna, which your 
fathers did not know, that He might humble you and that He might test you, to do you 
good in the end— 1 7 then you say in your heart. My power and the might of my hand 
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have gained me this wealth ' 18 "And you shall remember the LORD your God, for it is 
He who gives you power to get wealth, that He may establish His covenant which He 
swore to your fathers, as it is this day. 19 Then it shall be, if you by any means forget the 
LORD your God, and follow other gods, and serve them and worship them, 1 testify 
against you this day that you shall surely perish. 20 As the nations which the LORD 
destroys before you, so you shall perish, because you would not be obedient to the voice 

of the LORD your God. "- Deuteronomy 8:1-20 NKJV 

When we were children growing up our parents provided us with rules to conduct our behavior 
by. I remember one of those rules being about keeping our room clean and in order. Occasionally, 
my siblings and I would leave our rooms in a mess. When this happened our parents would 
remind us the first time it happened. The second time it happened we would be denied access to 
something we wanted to do for fun, like going swimming or hanging out with our friends. Today, 
as an adult and a parent I understand the importance of rules. The rules were not set-up to harm 
us, but rather to help us to obtain and keep the blessings that were freely given to us. Sometimes 
rules help to produce a certain quality of character that is needed to handle certain blessings. The 
Israelites were given the Promised Land by unmerited favor from God. In order for Israel to 
obtain it and keep it, they had to do things God's way. It's very easy to get side-tracked 
following God's way, when we allow the pressure of family, friends, and others to influence what 
we believe to be truth. I have lost some friends and associations because of my commitment to 
the truth, but I've gained respect for staying true to my relationship with God. So what it really 
boils down to is this. Who do you love? My personal answer to this question is in looking at 
Jesus' relationship with God, the Father. Eveiything Jesus did during his time on earth was to 
please the Father. Even in death Jesus stayed committed to his relationship with God and it 
pleased Him so much to see how much Jesus loved Him that He raised Him from the dead to 
being glorified as King of Kings forever! God will do the same for us one day, but we need to 
consider the following: 



"He who fmds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for My sake will fmd it." 

Matthew 10:39 NKJV 

Is your relationship with God all that it can be? Are you willing lay it all down to have everything 

He promised you? -C Stephens, Minister 
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Haw DO I SHARE TRUTH with aXHERS? 

_] Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, yon who are spiritual restore such a 
one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted. 2 Bear one 
another's burdens, andsofulfdl the law of Christ. -Galatiam 6:1-2 nkjv 

The key word here is SHARE. No one wants to be "beat over the head" with the Word of God. 
It is our commission to spread the truth to others, but we must do it while reflecting love. Action 
speaks louder than words, so that is the first way to share, by what you are doing within your 
household. Stand on the truth that you now have, not wavering from it. Normally your family 
would be the first that you share the truth with. Once you have informed them with the truth, 
realize that your duty is now complete. If they choose to accept it or deny it, it is not something 
that you should get into a debate about, causing strife between you and family members. If they 
want foundation/proof of what you are saying, point them to the bible and tell them to seek God 
for what they should do in their household. This way you remove yourself and they are left to 
deal with conviction from the Holy Spirit. Being a Christian is not a popularity contest, so don't 
expect to make a lot of friends because you are sharing the truth with them. (I speak from 
experience.) The main thing is to maintain a loving relationship with all that you convey the truth 
to because you are representing Christ. Do not isolate yourself, becoming weird or shut off, or 
stop speaking to people because they won't do what you are doing, be content in knowing that 
you have shared the truth in love and it is now up to them to make the decision to be obedient to 

the will of God. -J. Stephens, Minister 
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